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Abstract

This article examines the influence of the Quran and the Hadiths of Imam Ali (A.S.) on the mysticism of Mulla
Sadra and analyzes its social and philosophical impacts. Mulla Sadra, a prominent philosopher and mystic,
established a new intellectual system known as Transcendent Philosophy by integrating philosophical and mystical
thoughts. This study first explores the role of the Quran and the Hadiths of Imam Ali (A.S.) as the main sources of
Islamic mysticism. Then, the impacts of these sources on Mulla Sadra’s mystical thoughts are analyzed.
Specifically, the mystical interpretations of the Quran by Mulla Sadra and his use of the Hadiths of Imam Ali (A.S.)
in his works are examined. Additionally, the social impacts of Mulla Sadra’s mystical thoughts, such as the
reinforcement of ethical and religious values in society and the promotion of behaviors based on justice and equity,
are analyzed. Finally, the philosophical impacts of Mulla Sadra’s mystical thoughts, including the integration of
philosophy and mysticism and the analysis of mystical principles such as the unity of existence and self-knowledge,
are examined. This article demonstrates that the Quran and the Hadiths of Imam Ali (A.S.) have had profound
influences on the formation and development of Mulla Sadra’s mysticism, contributing to the enrichment and
development of Islamic mysticism and philosophy.
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Extended Abstract

Mulla Sadra, born as Sadr al-Din Muhammad al-Shirazi in 1571/2, emerged as a prominent philosopher
and mystic in the Islamic world during the Safavid era. His significant contribution lies in the development
of the Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta'aliyah), a system that intricately weaves together the
threads of philosophy, mysticism, and Islamic theology. This paper seeks to explore the profound
influences of the Quran and the Hadiths of Imam Ali (A.S.) on Mulla Sadra’'s mystical thought, along with
the subsequent social and philosophical ramifications of these influences. By delving into the interplay
between these sacred texts and Mulla Sadra's interpretations, the study aims to shed light on how his
unique approach has shaped Islamic mysticism and philosophy (Cooper, n.d.; Faruque, 2016).

The Quran, as the central religious text of Islam, has always played a pivotal role in the spiritual and
intellectual lives of Muslims. Mulla Sadra's engagement with the Quran was both profound and
transformative. He viewed the Quran not merely as a legalistic and ethical guide but as a profound source
of metaphysical knowledge and mystical insight. His interpretation of the Quranic verses was heavily
influenced by his philosophical background, particularly his commitment to the principle of the primacy
of existence (1). For instance, in his commentary on the verse "Allah is the Light of the heavens and the
earth” (Quran 24:35), Mulla Sadra interprets "light as a metaphor for the divine presence and existential
reality that permeates all of creation. This interpretation underscores his belief in the fundamental
interconnectedness of all beings through the divine essence (2).

Mulla Sadra's approach to Quranic exegesis is characterized by a deep commitment to uncovering the
esoteric meanings of the text. He often employed a multi-layered hermeneutic method, believing that each
Quranic verse contained multiple levels of meaning, ranging from the literal to the allegorical and mystical
(3). This method is evident in his interpretation of the verse "We will show them Our signs in the horizons
and within themselves until it becomes clear to them that it is the truth" (Quran 41:53). Mulla Sadra
interprets this verse as an invitation to inner contemplation and self-discovery, suggesting that true
understanding of divine truth requires both external observation and introspective insight. This dual
approach reflects his broader philosophical stance that combines sensory experience with intellectual and
spiritual enlightenment (4).

The Hadiths of Imam Ali (A.S.) hold a special place in Islamic mysticism and philosophy due to their
profound spiritual and ethical insights. Mulla Sadra frequently referenced these Hadiths in his works,
finding in them a rich source of metaphysical and ethical wisdom. For example, the famous Hadith of
Imam Ali (A.S.) that states, "He who knows himself knows his Lord," profoundly influenced Mulla
Sadra'’s concept of self-knowledge (5). Mulla Sadra interpreted this Hadith as an affirmation of the intimate
connection between human self-awareness and divine knowledge. He argued that by understanding one's
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own soul, an individual can gain insights into the nature of God, as the soul is a reflection of divine
attributes (3).

Mulla Sadra's mystical philosophy has had significant social implications, particularly in reinforcing
ethical and religious values within the Islamic community. His emphasis on concepts such as justice,
compassion, and spiritual self-discipline has inspired many to cultivate a deeper sense of ethical
responsibility and community cohesion (6). The ethical teachings derived from his philosophical and
mystical insights encourage individuals to lead lives characterized by integrity, fairness, and empathy.
This ethical framework is not only rooted in religious devotion but also in the philosophical understanding
of the interconnectedness of all beings, which Mulla Sadra eloquently articulated in his works (7). By
promoting these values, Mulla Sadra's philosophy has contributed to the moral and social fabric of Islamic
society, advocating for a life of balance between spiritual aspirations and social obligations.

The philosophical contributions of Mulla Sadra, particularly his integration of philosophy and mysticism,
have profoundly influenced Islamic thought. His principle of the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujud)
and the concept of substantial motion (al-harakat al-jawhariyyah) are key philosophical ideas that
demonstrate his innovative approach to ontology and metaphysics (8). The principle of the primacy of
existence posits that existence is the fundamental reality, while essence is secondary, a view that diverges
from the Aristotelian tradition and aligns more closely with mystical perspectives that emphasize the
dynamic and fluid nature of reality (3). Additionally, Mulla Sadra's theory of substantial motion suggests
that all beings are in a constant state of flux and transformation, a concept that parallels mystical notions
of spiritual evolution and ascent. This theory has not only advanced philosophical discussions on the
nature of reality but also bridged the gap between metaphysical inquiry and mystical experience,
highlighting the transformative potential of both intellectual and spiritual pursuits (9).

In conclusion, the Quran and the Hadiths of Imam Ali (A.S.) have had a profound impact on the
development of Mulla Sadra's mystical philosophy. His unique approach, which harmonizes philosophical
rigor with mystical insight, has enriched both Islamic mysticism and philosophy, leaving a lasting legacy
that continues to inspire and influence contemporary thought. Additionally, investigating the practical
applications of Mulla Sadra's ethical teachings in addressing modern social challenges could provide
valuable insights into the relevance of his philosophy in today's context. Such studies would not only
enhance our understanding of Mulla Sadra'’s contributions but also demonstrate the enduring significance
of his work in fostering a holistic approach to knowledge that integrates intellectual, spiritual, and social
dimensions (10).
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