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Abstract

This article examines the mystical interpretations of Surah Al-Kahf and their impact on Islamic political
philosophy. It begins with the introduction and analysis of Surah Al-Kahf and its stories, followed by an
exploration of mystical interpretations of these stories. The stories of the Companions of the Cave, Moses
and Khidr, and Dhul-Qarnayn are highlighted as the main focal points of mystical interpretations, with
their spiritual and metaphysical concepts elaborated. The study also analyzes the influence of these
interpretations on mystical thought and the fundamental principles of Islamic political philosophy. The
findings indicate that mystical interpretations of Surah Al-Kahf can enhance the understanding of Quranic
concepts and strengthen the notions of justice, freedom, and righteous governance in Islamic societies.
Subsequent sections of the article explore contemporary interpretations of Surah Al-Kahf and their effects
on Islamic political philosophy, providing critical analysis of modern interpretations and their role in
shaping current political and social thoughts. Finally, the article offers suggestions for future research to
leverage these interpretations for the enrichment of mystical thought and Islamic political philosophy.
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Extended Abstract

The mystical interpretations of Surah Al-Kahf hold a significant place in Islamic thought, offering
profound insights into spiritual and political dimensions of life. This article aims to explore the impact of
these interpretations on Islamic political philosophy. Surah Al-Kahf, a Makki chapter of the Quran,
comprises stories that encapsulate themes of faith, patience, wisdom, and justice, all of which are pivotal
in both mystical and political discourses. The Companions of the Cave, Moses and Khidr, and Dhul-

Qarnayn are the key stories that form the basis for this exploration (1).

Mystical interpretations of Surah Al-Kahf delve into the deeper, esoteric meanings behind these narratives.
For instance, the story of the Companions of the Cave is viewed as an allegory of spiritual awakening and
the soul's journey towards divine truth. Ibn Arabi interprets the Cave as the heart, where one retreats to
find peace and divine connection, away from worldly distractions (1). Similarly, the narrative of Moses
and Khidr highlights the necessity of divine guidance and the limitations of human understanding. Khidr
represents the hidden wisdom that transcends human logic, teaching that ultimate knowledge belongs to
God alone (2). These interpretations emphasize themes such as inner purification, divine love, and the
quest for ultimate truth, which are central to Sufism and Islamic mysticism.

The mystical readings of Surah Al-Kahf significantly influence Islamic political philosophy, particularly
through their emphasis on justice, leadership, and governance. The story of Dhul-Qarnayn, for instance,
is often cited as an exemplar of righteous and just leadership. Dhul-Qarnayn is portrayed as a just ruler
who uses his power to establish justice and protect the oppressed, embodying the ideal qualities of a leader
in Islamic thought (3). This narrative reinforces the concept that political power should be exercised with
wisdom and justice, aligning with the Quranic emphasis on justice (‘adl) as a foundational principle of
governance. Moreover, the story of the Companions of the Cave underscores the importance of religious
freedom and resistance against tyranny, principles that resonate deeply with contemporary political values.

In modern times, the interpretations of Surah Al-Kahf have evolved to address contemporary socio-
political contexts. Scholars like Fadllillah and Mahfudh (2019) argue that the story of the Companions of
the Cave can be seen as a metaphor for resistance against oppressive regimes and the struggle for religious
freedom (4). This aligns with modern human rights discourse and emphasizes the Quran's relevance to
current issues of justice and governance. However, these contemporary interpretations are not without
criticism. Critics argue that some modern readings may oversimplify or distort the original spiritual
messages to fit contemporary agendas (5). It is crucial to balance the timeless spiritual lessons of the Quran
with the need to address modern socio-political challenges without compromising the essence of the text.

Mystical interpretations continue to shape modern Islamic political thought by providing a framework for
understanding the ethical and spiritual dimensions of governance. The emphasis on inner purification and
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moral integrity in leaders, as derived from stories like those of Dhul-Qarnayn and Khidr, underscores the
importance of ethical leadership. Modern political thinkers in the Islamic world often draw on these
narratives to advocate for leaders who embody both spiritual and moral virtues. As Amrulloh et al. (2022)
suggest, the integration of mystical principles into political theory can offer a holistic approach to
governance that transcends mere legalism and incorporates ethical and spiritual considerations (6).

Future research should focus on further exploring the intersection of mystical interpretations and political
philosophy in Islam. Comparative studies between traditional and contemporary interpretations can shed
light on how these readings adapt to changing socio-political landscapes while maintaining their spiritual
core. Additionally, examining the practical implications of mystical teachings on contemporary political
structures could provide valuable insights into creating more just and ethical governance systems. The
findings of this study underscore the enduring relevance of Surah Al-Kahf's mystical interpretations in
both spiritual and political realms, highlighting their potential to enrich modern Islamic thought and
practice (3).

In conclusion, the mystical interpretations of Surah Al-Kahf offer profound insights that extend beyond
spiritual enrichment to encompass ethical and political dimensions of life. These interpretations not only
deepen the understanding of Quranic narratives but also provide valuable guidance for contemporary
political thought in the Islamic world. By integrating the timeless wisdom of these mystical teachings into
modern governance, it is possible to foster a more just, ethical, and spiritually aware society. This article
highlights the need for continued exploration of these rich interpretative traditions to fully appreciate their
impact on both individual spirituality and collective political life.
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