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Abstract

This article examines the relationship between the Quran and mysticism in the works of Ayn al-Qudat al-
Hamadhani and analyzes its social and political impacts. Ayn al-Qudat al-Hamadhani, a prominent Islamic
mystic and thinker of the 12th century, utilized Quranic teachings and mystical interpretative methods to
elucidate the profound and esoteric meanings of Quranic verses. He employed mystical concepts such as
monotheism, divine love, and self-purification to interpret the Quran. This research shows that Ayn al-
Qudat combined mystical and Quranic teachings to emphasize the importance of self-purification and
divine love in attaining true knowledge. His works had significant social and political impacts, as he
addressed social justice and fought against corruption in governments. The long-term effects of his works
on the Islamic community are evident in the development and evolution of Islamic mysticism and mystical
Quranic interpretations. This article also offers suggestions for future research in the field, such as
comparative analysis of mystical Quranic interpretations and examining the social and political impacts
of Ayn al-Qudat's mystical thoughts.
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Extended Abstract

This study explores the intricate relationship between the Quran and mysticism in the works of Ayn al-
Qudat al-Hamadhani, a prominent Islamic mystic and thinker of the 12th century. The aim is to analyze
how Ayn al-Qudat integrated Quranic teachings with mystical insights and to assess the social and political
implications of his thoughts. Ayn al-Qudat’s unique approach to Quranic exegesis and his emphasis on
mystical concepts have had a profound impact on Islamic mysticism and the broader socio-political

landscape of his time and beyond.

Ayn al-Qudat al-Hamadhani (1098-1131 CE) emerged as a significant figure in Islamic mysticism,
drawing from a rich heritage of spiritual and philosophical traditions. His upbringing in a scholarly
environment and his association with prominent scholars such as Abu Hamid al-Ghazali greatly influenced
his intellectual development (1). His works, including "Tamhidat" (Preparations) and "Zubdat al-Haqaiq"
(The Essence of Realities), reflect a deep engagement with both Quranic texts and mystical experiences.
Ayn al-Qudat’s interpretation of the Quran goes beyond the literal meanings of the verses, delving into
their esoteric dimensions to uncover deeper spiritual truths. His approach aligns with the broader Sufi
tradition, which views the Quran as a multi-layered text with hidden meanings accessible through spiritual
insight and purification (2).

Ayn al-Qudat’s method of Quranic interpretation, known as ta’wil, involves uncovering the inner,
mystical meanings of the Quranic verses. He believed that the Quran contains multiple layers of meaning,
each accessible only through a process of spiritual refinement and divine illumination. This approach is
evident in his interpretation of verses such as "Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth” (Quran
24:35), where he perceives light as a metaphor for divine knowledge and spiritual enlightenment (3). By
interpreting the Quran through the lens of mysticism, Ayn al-Qudat sought to bridge the gap between the
exoteric (zahir) and esoteric (batin) dimensions of the text, thereby offering a more comprehensive
understanding of its divine message.

The integration of Quranic teachings with mystical insights is a hallmark of Ayn al-Qudat’s works. He
frequently employs concepts such as tawhid (the oneness of God), divine love (ishq), and self-purification
(tazkiyah) to elucidate the deeper meanings of the Quranic text. For instance, in his discussions on tawhid,
Ayn al-Qudat emphasizes the idea that true monotheism goes beyond mere acknowledgment of God's
oneness; it requires the annihilation of the self and the realization of divine unity in all aspects of existence
(1). Similarly, his concept of divine love portrays an intense, passionate relationship between the seeker
and the Divine, which is central to the Sufi path. This love drives the seeker to transcend the ego and
achieve union with God.
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The social and political implications of Ayn al-Qudat’s mystical teachings are significant. His emphasis
on justice, ethical conduct, and spiritual integrity had a profound impact on his contemporaries and the
society in which he lived. Ayn al-Qudat was critical of the corruption and moral decay he observed in the
political and religious institutions of his time. He used his writings to advocate for social justice and to
call out the hypocrisy of those in power. This stance inevitably led to conflicts with the authorities,
culminating in his imprisonment and execution (1). His critique of political and religious corruption
highlights the transformative potential of mystical thought when applied to societal issues, suggesting that
true spiritual insight should lead to ethical and just behavior in all spheres of life.

The long-term influence of Ayn al-Qudat’s works extends beyond his immediate historical context. His
writings have continued to inspire generations of mystics and scholars within the Islamic world. The
principles he articulated have found resonance in various Sufi orders and have contributed to the ongoing
development of Islamic mysticism. Notably, later mystics such as Ibn Arabi and Rumi drew upon Ayn al-
Qudat’s ideas, further disseminating and expanding upon his insights (2). The sustained relevance of his
teachings underscores their foundational role in the intellectual and spiritual heritage of Islam.

In conclusion, Ayn al-Qudat al-Hamadhani’s integration of Quranic exegesis and mystical insights
represents a significant contribution to Islamic thought. His approach to interpreting the Quran through
the prism of mysticism offers a profound and nuanced understanding of the text, emphasizing the
importance of spiritual purification and divine love. The social and political dimensions of his teachings
underscore the transformative potential of mysticism in addressing ethical and justice issues within
society. The enduring influence of his works highlights their importance in the history of Islamic
mysticism and their continued relevance in contemporary spiritual and intellectual discourse. Future
research could further explore the comparative analysis of mystical Quranic interpretations and the
broader socio-political impacts of Ayn al-Qudat’s thought, providing deeper insights into the intersection
of spirituality and societal transformation.
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